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that an area 1s blighted when really it is not. The City
Counci| will have to do the sanme thing. The Mayor will
be put in a position of trucking hinsel f down here and

telling you that downtown Qmaha is blighted. | want to
stop putting our business people in these undignified
positions. | don't want themto have to lie. ~ldon't

want themto have to wench words out of theiz ordinary
meani ngs to have them say that which is not so. There

wl1ll be no harm done to anybody if you strlke this word
"blighted". Those who currently get the nmoney will con-
tinue to get 1t. Those who cannot get it will still not

be able to get it. So what difference can it make or is
this the type of situatlon where |like durlng slavery tines
Patrick Henry said, "I hate slavery. It is degrading sub-
m ssion on the aide of one and degradi ng oppresslon on

the side of the other and our children see it and | earn all
the worst things. However, | nust keep ny slaves because
it is too inconvenient to live without them" That is the
way noral dilemmas are resolved in this country. You state
the probl em and you acknow edge that it is bad but you don' t

do anything to correct it so you erect an appearance of
having dealt with it. That is all this woz'd "blighted" in
the statute does. It gives the appearance that a certain
standard nust be net before this nmoney can be nade avail -
able but that is not true. That is not true at all. But |
can see |iberal Lincoln Senators pleading for downtown
Lincoln and putting it on the level with the blighted, truly
blighted, areas that | represent. | say hogwash and Bull
Durham That is as far as | can go but sonetinmes | have
the sane enptlons as ordinary nortals but | can't use the
sanme type of |anguage. So | am asking that you adopt this
amendment because | amoffering it in all seriousness and

| think it will gust bring honesty and straightforward deal -
ing into the statute.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Newel .

SENATOR NEVELL: M. Chairman, menbers of the Leglsl ature,

I don't know how to say this. Senator Chanbers is either...was
not thinking about the drafting of the bill or is very sly,
whi chever the case may be, but by striking the word "blighted"
in the Newel | anendnent, what you do then is you say you
cannot have retail or any of the other functions 1n a

bl i ght ed substandard area because substandard has al ready

been stricken and now blighted will be stricken. So the

word, instead of saying we open it udtseverything or any-

thing really will end up being we exclude everything and
anything even in bli ?ht ed substandard areas and presently
there are a nunber of proJects on the boards that woul d

be elimnated if the word 1s stricken. So 1 Senator

Chanbers is really offering to open it up and | et anything



